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HEH AR -, STHICH ayare :
It had been aregular day

Like many others that have passed unnoticed

Or, like the unknown face of a person in the crowded market
Or, like the un-recognisable face of a beggar at a mosque

Or, like the familiar faces one meets in one’s street

Or, like the sights of the labourers

Raising up buildings unnoticed.

At least so I thought and kept on waiting
For the cosy office car

And the driver first blowing the horn
And then pressing the call bell

Before doing his courtly Salam.

The endless wait was telling on my nerves
Like Sita must have felt

In Ashoka Vatika

Or, in Valmiki’s Ashrama

Or, during her Agnipariksha.

The driver did not show up.

He was not to show up.

It was the first of July

And I had retired on the thirtieth of June.
I decided to walk on foot

And become part of the multitude

I had an identity of my own.
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